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Sutton / Fall 2013
The Crucible by Arthur Milller

I.  Multiple Choices

ACT I

1.  In Act I of The Crucible, how does Reverend Parris’s deal with his daughter’s illness? 
a.  He refuses to send for a doctor.

b.  He professes his faith that God’s love is the only thing that will heal her.

c.  He seeks help from Reverend Hale.

d.  He believes Abigail’s assertion that Betty was not bewitched.

2.  What can be inferred from Act I of The Crucible about the Puritans’ attitude toward their slaves?

a.  The Puritans saw their slaves as equals in God’s sight.

b.  The Puritans saw their slaves as being only a step removed from paganism (unholy).
c.  The Puritans feared and loathed their slaves.

d.  The Puritans treated their slaves as valued members of their household.

3.  From his comments in Act I, it can be inferred that Parris’s concern for his daughter is primarily based on his: 

a.  anxiety about his reputation.

b.  fear for the fate of her soul.

c.  great love for his only child.

d.  terror of the Devil.
4.  John Proctor’s attitude toward Reverend Parris is one of:

a.  fear
b.  respect.

c.  pity

d.  disgust
5.  Mrs. Putnam’s comments suggest that her primary motivation in hunting for witches is:

a.  anger at having lost her children.

b.  compassion for the two sick girls.

c.  curiosity about the mysterious events in the woods.

d.  resentment of Reverend Parris.

6.  Which of the following phrases best describes Abigail William’s character?

a.  impulsive and thoughtless

b.  naïve and timid

c.  arrogant and manipulative

d.  affectionate and vulnerable

7.  From Act I it can be inferred that the Puritans associated the forest with:

a.  dancing and other amusements.

b.  disorder, darkness, and evil.

c.  God’s presence of the natural world.

d.  the purity of the natural world.

8.  From the scene in which the girls are alone, what can be inferred as the basis of Abigail’s influence over the other girls?

a.  her beauty and cleverly-crafted purity

b.  her social position as the minister’s niece

c.  her charm and magnetic persuasiveness

d.  her use of her early life experiences to terrorize and manipulate them

9.  Which of the following words best describes John Proctor’s words and actions in Act I of The Crucible?

a.  compassionate

b.  devout

c.  independent

d.  devious
10.  What can be inferred about the values of the Puritans from the treatment of John Proctor by the other characters in “The Crucible.”
a.  Regular church attendance was considered basic and essential to a moral life.

b.  Disputes over property and land was considered unholy.

c.  Marital infidelity (cheating on spouse) was regarded as the most serious of all sins.

d.  Manual labor was looked down upon by leaders of the community.

ACT II

11.  Which of the following best describes the relationship between John and Elizabeth Proctor at the opening of ACT II of The Crucible?

a.  They are warm and affectionate.

b.  They seem not to care about each other.

c.  They seem uncomfortable around one another.

d.  They seem violent and hostile toward one another.

12.  When Elizabeth says to Proctor, “The magistrate sits in your heart that judges you,” she means that Proctor:

a.  carries the knowledge of his own guilt.

b.  is too quick to judge himself and others.

c.   should speak more openly about his thoughts.

d.  knows that she loves him and forgives him.

13.  Proctor’s comments to Mary Warren, “It’s strange work for a Christian girl to hang old women,” implies that he things Mary’s behavior is:

a.  cruel.

b.  hypocritical.

c.  cowardly.

d.  rash.

14.  Which of the following words best describes Mary Warren?

a.  pious (religious)
b.  jealous
c.  naïve

d.  vicious

15.  What is Mary’s motive in giving the “poppet” to Elizabeth?

a.  She wants to show off her sewing talents to Elizabeth.

b.  She wants Elizabeth to see her as an innocent girl.

c.  She wants to plant evidence of witchcraft in Elizabeth’s house.

d.  She wants to make peace with Elizabeth after disobeying her.

16.  What is Proctor’s attitude toward Parris?

a.  He respects Parris’ devotion to God.

b.  He differs with Parris on issues of church doctrine.

c.  He believes that Parris is too interested in wealth rather than in spirituality.

d.  He thinks that Parris is too lenient in judging people.

17.  Why does Proctor forget the commandment forbidding adultery?

a.  He probably has a guilty conscience about his infidelity with Abigail.

b.  He has never properly learned the commandments.

c.  He believes it is an unjust commandment.

d.  He is afraid of revealing his own sin.

18.  Hale’s interview with Proctor reveals Hale to be:

a.  blinded by power.

b.  confused and cruel.

c.  he is belligerent and mean.
d.  tolerant and open.

19.  What is implied about human nature by the number of accusations that are brought forth?

a.  People are generally irresponsible.

b.  People who do not express their feelings openly cannot be trusted.

c.  People can be vengeful and cruel to one another.

d.  People never want to take responsibility for themselves.
20.  Proctor believes that Abigail accuses Elizabeth of witchcraft because:

a.  Elizabeth treated Abigail harshly.

b.  Abigail wants to punish Proctor for rejecting her and seeks to take Elizabeth’s place.

c.  Abigail fears that Elizabeth will denounce her for seducing Proctor.

d.  Abigail wants to distract attention from the episode in the woods.

ACT III
21.  Hathorne’s comments to Corey and Nurse imply that he wants to arrest them because:

a.  he believes the are challenging his authority.

b.  they are trying to introduce improperly obtained evidence.

c.  he considers them to be unprincipled and reckless.

d.  they have slandered Thomas Putnam.

22.  What is Proctor’s main purpose in bringing Mary Warren to court?

a.  to strengthen her character

b.  to discredit Reverend Parris

c.  to save his wife from being condemned a witch
d.  to demonstrate the illegality of the court’s proceedings.

23.  During the presentation of the evidence, Proctor’s behavior toward Danforth can best be described as:

a.  crafty.

b.  arrogant.

c.  evasive.

d.  respectful.

24.  In Parris’s mind, why is the charge of conspiracy effective?

a.  It gives a good explanation for the divisions in the parish and the community.

b.  It appeals to Danforth’s fears of being taken advantage of..

c.  It feeds Danforth’s sense of his own importance.

d.  It plays on Danforth’s personal hatred of Corey and Nurse.

25.  What motivates Hale’s attempt to intervene on behalf of Proctor?

a.  Hale’s admiration for the Proctors

b.  Hale’s change in heart and his commitment to the truth

c.  Hale’s questioning of Danforth’s integrity

d.  Hale’s dislike of Parris

26.  What does Proctor mean when he tells Danforth, “God damns our kind especially, and we will burn, we will burn together”?

a.  We who commit wrongs knowingly are the most guilty of all.

b.  The whole community will suffer damnation for the injustices being committed here.

c.  Danforth will suffer damnation if he condemns Proctor to death.

d.  Although women are accused of witchcraft, men are greater sinners
ACT IV.

27.  Freebie Choose A.
28.  Parris hopes that Rebecca Nurse and John Proctor will confess because he believes that:

a.  confession will save their souls from damnation.

b.  sparing their lives will prevent the community from further turning away from Paris.

c.  their confessions will confirm the justice of all the trials and executions.

d.  their confessions will strengthen the spirituality of doubting parishioners.

29.  Danforth treats Parris with contempt because:

a.  he sees that Parris is motivated by fear for his own safety and reputation.

b.  he thinks that Parris was a fool to trust Abigail Williams.

c.  he sees that Parris cares more for wealth than for the spiritual welfare of his parish.

d.  he thinks that Parris is too holy.

30.  What lesson has Elizabeth Proctor learned during her three month’ imprisonment?

a.  that all people have evil within them.
b.  that human beings cannot be held responsible for their actions

c.  that one should not judge weaknesses in others too harshly; forgiveness is powerful
31.  What is ironic about calling the confessions of witchcraft “coming to God”?

a.  The confessions are made publicly, not in prayer.

b.  The confessions are lies and therefore sins against God.

c.  The confessions confirm that sins against God have been committed.

32.  Why does Hale want Proctor to confess to witchcraft?

a.  to save Proctor from execution

b.  to save others accused of witchcraft

c.  to prevent public disorder

d.  to allow Proctor’s family to keep his property

32.  The climax of the act occurs when:  

a.  Parris reveals that Abigail Williams has disappeared.

b.  Elizabeth Proctor is brought into the cell.

c.  Proctor decides to confess to witchcraft.

34.  When Proctor refuses to condemn others to save himself, his behavior contrasts most strongly with the behavior of:

a.  Rebecca Nurse
b.  Mary Warren
c.  Danforth

d.  Giles Corey

35.  After Proctor is taken off to execution, Parris urges Elizabeth to go to her husband in order to:

a.  confort him in his final moments.

b.  try once more to persuade him to confess.

c.  show that she believes the death sentence is just.

d.  make a last appeal to the mercy of the judges.
36. Freebie A
II. True or False

37.  While in jail, Tituba imagined she would fly to Barbados.

38.  Paris was a graduate of Harvard.

39.  Most of the characters in the play are based on real people.

40.  Arthur Miller was blacklisted.

41.  John Proctor’s affair was merely a product of his wife’s own imagination

42.  Francis Nurse appeared in court numerous times in civil disputes.

43.  Dancing was as accepted form of entertainment in Salem.

44.  Mary Warren received a poppet for her mistress during the trials.

45.  Arthur Miller authored “The Crucible” in response to the events of the Red Scare during MacCarthyism.
Match the definition to the word:
46. pious 
47. Sabbath 
48. theology 
49. trifle
50. flailing 
51misgivings 
52. evasive 
53. daft 
54. tainted 
55. subtle 
56. quail 
57. leif
58. signify 

59. calamity 
60. avid 
61. vengeance 
62. Mark abcde
63. blasphemy 
64. menacingly 
65. grapple 

 a. very slight, hard to detect


b. study of religion


c. to make known as with a sign or a word


d. draw back as in fear or pain


e. spoiled 


ab. Ignorant, lacking insight


ac. Revengeful or harmful action against a person or a group


ad. A disaster


ae. Willingly


abc. Eager, enthusiastic, having a keen interest in something


abd. Great disrespect shown to something holy or religious


abe. A thing of little value or importance


bc. A struggle


bd. Intentionally vague or elusive


be. A day of religious observance from work 


bcd. A feeling of doubt about the outcome of something


bce. Religious


cde. Swinging wildly


abcd. The act of threatening











