Persuasive Essay Assignment

English 10 / Sutton
The Idea: Both John Proctor and Arthur Miller risked their lives when they took a stand against abusive authorities.  For both men, the risk paid off. Miller managed to spark an uprising against Senator Joseph McCarthy’s hearings; and Proctor’s death led Salem villagers to stand up against the courts. In time, the governor ordered that reliance on intangible evidence no longer be allowed in trials. In The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain, Huck takes a stand against the mores of his culture when he befriends Jim, a runaway slave. Twain’s controversial novel opened many Americans’ eyes to the accepted practice of racism.
For every generation in every country, every day, there are issues upon which an individual can take a stand. This assignment asks you to think about what concerns you in your community, your state, your country, or the world. Choose an issue about which you feel strongly and take a stand for or against it.  Follow all instructions carefully. 
The Requirements: 

- find at least two sources to support your position. 
- incorporate one quote from each source into the body of your essay

- include an introduction, 2 body paragraphs, and a conclusion

- adhere to ALL instructions for MLA format, which includes double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, proper heading, 1 inch margins, and no extra line spacing.
- avoid all first person and second person pronouns

- avoid dead words

- follow the organizational structure outlined in this handout for your essay

- include a Works Cited page
Paragraph 1 (Introduction):

Attention getter : get the reader’s attention.

• relevant quote from an outside source

• relevant quote from the story

• fact or statistic

• description of initial response to the work

• shocking or amusing generalization.

Whichever method you decide to use, make sure the attention-getter is relevant to the topic of your paper. The attention-getter should relate to the topic of your paper.

Necessary information: Summarize the problem.
Thesis:

Your thesis should consist of a topic and limiting ideas. It should never be a question. The thesis for a persuasive paper should make it clear which side of the controversy you are on.

Example:  
A = Bullying is deadly. 

N = Twenty years ago, students on a play ground may have exchanged a few inappropriate comments and possibly a fist fight may have resulted. Today, bullying is an extreme sport and often the victims of extreme bullying are gay and lesbian youth. Research shows that, “bullying of lesbian and gay youth” is “pervasive, occurring across multiple contexts” (Mishna, F., et al.).
T = Schools need to take a firm stance on gay teen bullying by instituting school-wide advocacy and anti-bullying programs as well as enforcing stricter penalties for students who bully. 
Paragraph 2 – body

• Transition: a transition does not have to be a full sentence. It can be incorporated into your topic sentence. 

• Topic sentence: a topic sentence has a topic and a focus, or a limiting idea.

• Introduce the quote: Put the quote into the context of your discussion.
• Quote: Integrate your quote into a sentence. DO NOT allow it to stand on its own as its own thought.
• Analyze:  Explain the importance of your quote and how it supports your topic sentence. 
Example: 

T & T = One of the most effective steps schools can take to stop extreme bullying of gay and lesbian students is the adoption of a school-wide anti-bullying program, like the Get Real about Violence Curriculum. 
I = The Get Real about Violence curriculum is an anti-bullying and violence prevention program for K-12 students.

Q.  According to the authors of the article, “Assessing the Get Real about Violence curriculum” who researched the success of the program, schools using the program “outperformed the control school in several …instances, including intent to watch a fight, intent to spread rumors about a fight, and beliefs and opinions about fighting and violence in general” (Meyer G, Roberto AJ, Boster FJ, and Roberto HL.). 

A.  When schools take efforts to reduce violence, all students feel safer, particularly students who are often victims of violent bullying, like gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, or trans-gendered youth. 
Paragraph 3 – body                                                                                                                                                 •Transition: a transition does not have to be a full sentence. It can be incorporated into your topic sentence.          •Topic sentence: a topic sentence has a topic and a focus, or a limiting idea.                                                                                      • Introduce the quote: Put the quote into the context of your discussion.                                                                                  •Quote: Integrate your quote into a sentence. DO NOT allow it to stand on its own as its own thought.                                        •Analyze:  Explain the importance of your quote and how it supports your topic sentence. 
Paragraph 4 – conclusion

• Summarize – Sum up your research. Remind readers how you have supported your thesis.

Re-State your Thesis. – You may re-word your thesis slightly.
• Clincher: try to end your paper with a short sentence that reinforces your argument. This

is like the attention-getter. And it can relate back to your attention-getter.
Citations in the Paper

Using Sources within your Paper:


Here are some examples of how to use your facts, statistics, and expert opinion in the paper.  You need to make sure you give proper credit.  Watch how the citation in the text works.  The bold sentences are the quotes and paraphrases and citations.

Paraphrase:


Anyone watching the news in recent months knows that the fast food industry has come under attack.  There have been several attempts to sue the fast food industry for causing obesity and the health problems associated with it.  According to Judge Sweet, who recently ruled in favor of the fast food industry, more than $110 billion is spent on fast food each year (Appleson 2).  No wonder, then, that the fast food industry is the next victim of tobacco-type lawsuits.

Indirect Quote:


Someone might argue that individuals need to make the choice not to eat fatty fast food.  But as Kelly Brownell, director of the Yale Center for Eating and Weight Disorders, says, “[H]umans are hard-wired to prefer rich diets, high in fat, sugar, and variety” (Spake and Marcus 1).  Our bodies, then, are naturally driven to want the food that fast food restaurants are offering, and it is difficult for many people to go against their nature and avoid eating fast food.  

Direct Quote:


Fast food is causing an epidemic of obesity.  And obesity is causing an epidemic of related health problems, such as diabetes, high blood cholesterol levels, and heart problems.  According to Amanda Spake and Mary Brophy Marcus’s article, “A Fat Nation,” a “man with 22 extra pounds has a 75 percent greater chance of having a heart attack than one at healthy weight” (1).  It is not merely the extra weight, which fast food eaters carry, that is a danger, but as research shows, “eating too many high-fat foods contributes to high blood cholesterol levels.  This can cause hardening of the arteries, coronary heart disease and stroke” (“Fast Food Facts” 1).   And of course, fast food restaurants have a high fat menu.  

Notes:

· If the author is mentioned in the sentence, such as the first direct quote, then you do not have to use the author’s last name inside the parentheses.  

· If the author is not mentioned in the sentence, then you must use the author’s last name and page number in the citation.

· No commas in the parentheses.  No use of the word “page,” or the letters “p.” or “pg.” To indicate page.  Use only the number—(23) or (Last name 23). 

· Period for the sentence goes after the citation (parentheses). 

· Use [brackets] to indicate changes you made to the author’s words or capitalization.  See example above in “Indirect Quote.”
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