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Christopher McCandless is pictured here before trekking into the Alaskan wilderness.








Reasons for Conformity


     Conformity is the least direct forms of group behavior. Ironically, conformity happens to every individual whether they are aware of the changes or not. Many factors effect conformity such as cultural influences whether the individual belongs to a collectivist or an individualist culture, a personal need for acceptance, belonging to a large group, and finally if the actions and words of group members remain unanimous.�     A classic study by Solomon Asch demonstrates the effects of conformity on a group. Asch chose participants to be placed into groups with his associates. The groups were asked to identity line lengths. The groups were given one standard line and three other lines to compare to the standard line. When Asch’s associates choice the obvious wrong answer many of the participants went along with the group as to not appear different from the group. 





Chris McCandless


     Christopher Johnson McCandless was born February 12th, 1968 in El Segundo, California. His parents were Walt and Billie McCandless. They were hard workers and had a great relationship with Chris until Chris later found out his dad was leading a double life. He also had a sister named Carine who he was very close with. 











The lines Asch used in his study on conformity.





The Dangers of Conformity


	There are three types of people in this big world we preside in; there are the sheep, the wolf, and the sheep dog. Think of how many people there really are in this world, and they can all be categorized into one of these three. Most people think the wolf is the bad person, however, the sheep is really the animal that should be feared the most.


	The wolves are the villains of society and are almost always blamed for everything. If your brother was a sheep and you came home and found him shredded to pieces, you have two neighbors, a wolf and a sheep that could have done it. Would you even think twice about crucifying your neighbor the wolf? The thing is what if that wolf did not do it or if the sheep had wronged the wolf first, you still would not even think before blaming it all on the wolf. The wolf may have gotten his hands dirty in the past and/or he may have dreamed about it in the present, but your other neighbor should be a suspect too.


	The sheep stands for the people that do not like to stand out. These people like to make as little noise as possible and stick together in mass groups, but once in these large groups they make a lot of noise, mostly unnecessary too. They are the definition of conformity. They all follow what the next person is doing for the fear of being laughed at for being unique. Even though they all are unique in their very own way, they stick to this creed day in and day out because they are cowards. They don’t think before they do things and this is what gets them into great trouble.





Chris McCandless Continued…


     Throughout high school Chris was an average student and the leader of his cross country team. Chris was very strong willed and did not take criticism from others very well. After he graduated from Emory University he gave the remaining money in his education fund to Oxfam, an organization that stopped hunger. He then traveled through various states in America with slim belongings.  Chris met many new people on his way across the country, but when asked what his name was he would reply “Alexander Supertramp.”  In 1992 Alex finally reached his destination in Fairbanks, Alaska and started his journey into the Alaskan Wilderness. He had very little food and equipment. He was hoping to live off the land just like he did in Mexico, but the differences between the Alaskan Wilderness and Mexico were too much to handle. Almost four months later, his body was found in an abandoned old City Transit Bus numbered 142, weighing 67 pounds. He died of starvation near Lake Wentitike in Denali National Park and Preserve on the Stampede Trail on August 18th, 1992.





City �Transit�Bus �numbered� 142.
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The Dangers of Conformity Continued…


Chris McCandless was a sheepdog. He stood up for the sheep in need; the poor, the handicapped, and the needy. He was a super hero of society, he found a lot of his spare time getting food for homeless and giving help to prostitutes and addicts,  and there is no doubt that some people frowned upon these selfless activities. Sheepdogs eventually get tired of helping their brothers and sisters, because the sheep never really show the sheepdogs that they deserve the protection. The sheep conform together and that is where the trouble all begins.


	There are many groups in history that have completely dumbfounded everybody with common sense, and many people fail to understand how these groups could have such horrible beliefs and actions. The greatest example to ever exist of this is the Nazi’s. It starts with one sheep (Hitler) who isn’t afraid to speak his beliefs and can drive a point well enough to convince a handful of people into what he believes in. Then the rest of the sheep (German society) just follow creed, and do not even think twice about the terrible deeds they are about to participate in. Then they go town by town and crucify everyone who, that one sheep (Hitler), points his finger at, everyone who defies his beliefs, and everyone who he does not find worthy of life. That is the danger of conformity. The sheep jump on the bandwagon because everyone else they know is, without thinking at all whether it is a moral deed.


	Chris eventually got disgusted with how the sheep treated each other and their environment and left for the only place where he could cherish the charms of life and nature without being interrupted by his fellow savage human race, Alaska. Applause goes out to you Chris. Your journey may not have ended well for you, but nature is just as dangerous as spending your life with the rest of our vicious society. Lord knows that numbers of us wish we could do the same.











