Good Night and Good Luck Notes and Focus Questions
Vocabulary:

McCarthyism - the practice of making accusations of disloyalty, especially of

pro-Communist activity, in many instances unsupported by proof or based on

slight, doubtful, or irrelevant evidence.

Communism - a system of social organization in which all economic and social

activity is controlled by a totalitarian state, dominated by a single and self-perpetuating
political party.

Cold War – A state of political tension that stops short of full-scale war. Rivalry

after World War II between the Soviet Union and its satellites and the democratic

countries of the Western world, under the leadership of the United States.

Red Scare -

Pinko -
Black Listed –

Character List

Edward Murrow: 
Fred Friendly:
Milo Radulovich:

Joseph Weshba:

Shirley Wershba:

Sig Mickelson:

Jesse Zousmer:

Don Hollenbeck:
Answer the following focus questions in two or three short paragraphs. Use specific examples from the film to answer the questions.
Focus Question #1:

What parallels did Miller see between the Salem witch trials and the Senate hearings? 

Focus Question #2:

What influence did McCarthy and theRed Scare have on Arthur Miller and his writings?

Focus Question #3:

How does the fear of Communism and being accused of wrongdoing influences the actions of the characters in the film.

Focus Question #4

In the film Good Night, and Good Luck, Murrow proclaims that the line between

investigating and persecuting is a fine one. Discuss this statement, providing

examples from Good Night, and Good Luck and/or from modern day events. 
Focus Question #5

Murrow and Friendly face pressure from both CBS corporate and the

military when they want to produce controversial programs. Discuss their

decision to continue with their program despite these objections.

Focus Question #6

 In the film Murrow states that McCarthy believes that anyone who

criticizes or opposes Senator McCarthy’s methods must be a Communist.

Discuss McCarthy’s use of his power.

Focus Questioin #7

Analyze Murrow’s individual choice to expose McCarthy’s actions as

negative. How do Murrow’s actions promote the end of McCarthyism?
