English 10 Argumentative Speech

The Idea:

No piece of literature worth its literary weight should answer every question a reader has; good literature often leaves the reader with more questions than answers.  During our study of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, many thought provoking questions were the fuel for debates between students and student and teacher.  This unit will allow for the continuation of previous discussions about whether Huck truly is a racist or whether Jim is a good role model for Huck.  Only now, both sides of the argument will be researched and presented in a formal speech.   

The Process:
Students will be divided into groups of four.  Each group of students will randomly choose an approved topic to research and present to the class.  Once all groups have chosen topics, trading may take place between groups for ten minutes and ten minutes only. Final decisions must be made according to the teacher’s schedule-not the students’.  A group may decide it would prefer to research a topic not included on the teacher’s approved list, in which case, that particular group must check with the teacher before proceeding with research.  

Once topics have been chosen, each group must designate two people to argue each side of the issue.  Two people will support the issue; two people will negate the issue, but you will remain in the same group for research purposes.  The idea is that each team will find information that will contribute to the pro or the con sides of the argument then distribute the information as needed. 

The Criteria:

-Each person in each group is responsible for presenting a four-minute speech with his or her own introduction, body and conclusion.  Intros and conclusions must be memorized. 
-Each person in each group is required to present information to support one side of the argument. 

-Each person’s speech must include no less than three facts, two quotes, and two examples from the book or story in question. 

-Each person’s speech must include critical commentary from two scholarly sources. (Scholarly sources include journal articles, approved periodicals, forwards, afterwards, or other information written by qualified persons. The article, or source, must be valid and relevant to the topic NO BRAINY QUOTES OR QUOTES.COM.)

-Each person may use one 4X6 note card, front and back, to serve as an aide, not a crutch.

-Each group must have one PowerPoint, Prezi, or some other visual presentation software aide to use for BOTH groups.

-Each person in each group must turn in a typed copy of the speech, with proper MLA in-text citation to the teacher prior to presenting his or her speech.

The Grading:

See Rubric 

English 10 Argumentative Speech Topics

1.  Topic/Thesis: “Jim is / is not a father figure to Huck.”

     Question to research: What makes a parent good? 

2.  Topic/Thesis: “Huckleberry Finn is / is not a racist.”

     Question to research: What is a racist? 

3.  Topic/Thesis:  “Huck Finn is / is not a good role model for young people.”

     Question to research: What is a role model?

4.  Topic/Thesis: “Huck matures / does not mature during his journey down the Mississippi.”

     Question to research: How do adolescents mature?

5.  Topic/Thesis:  “The novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn should/ should not be studied in schools.” 

     Question to research: When should a book be banned?

6.  Topic/Thesis:  “The King’s and the Duke’s punishments by the townspeople were / were not justifiable.”

     Question to research: Is vigilante justice ever okay?

7.  Topic/Thesis: “Tom Sawyer is / is not the villain in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.”

     Question to research: What is a villain?

