The following is the official course description for English 12:
The goal for English Language Arts 12 is to refine, apply, and extend the solid foundation of knowledge, skills, and strategies developed in English Language Arts 9 through 11. Using the lens of leadership skills, English Language Arts 12 students will develop a world perspective by analyzing classic and contemporary texts in a variety of genre, including post-colonial literature. Twelfth graders will synthesize information, ideas, and themes to understand the past, the present, and to think innovatively about the future. They will identify and apply their own leadership skills and prepare for responsible action as American citizens in the context of a global world. A passing score on an MLA formatted senior research paper is a requirement of graduation.
Making learning relevant for students and instilling in them ownership of the learning process is integral to the success of each student’s experience in English 12. Through reading, analyzing and writing about the literature selections in English 12, students should be able to answer the following questions by the end of the course:

•How do I know if I am developing the academic skills that I will need in my future?
•What rules or principles do I use for how I treat others?
•What responsibility do I have to society?
•How do I resolve my responsibilities to myself with those to my family members, school, community, and world?

•How can I effectively articulate my opinions and perspectives?

•Who is in a position to help me affect change?

•What can I do to avoid repeating mistakes made in history?
•What leadership skills have I developed?
•What leadership skills will I take with me from high school?
•What qualities define a good world citizen? 
•How can I create the world I want to line in?

•How can I use my talents to create new opportunities for myself and others?
Make-up work:

If you happen to have the misfortune of missing my class, you will be expected to check my web page and communicate with me before or after class, or before or after school, on the day you return to take care of missed assignments.  You may not use class time to disrupt my instruction by asking about make-up work.  This is unfair to your fellow students and me.  It is not my responsibility to track you down with assignments when you are absent from my class; it is yours. If you are absent due to an extra-curricular reason, you DO NOT receive extra time to make up your work. The assignment is due either before you leave or upon your immediate return. 

Late work:
If your assignment is not in class on the day and class period that it is due, it is considered late. Late work = 0%. If I have no assignment to grade, this means that you have not met the Content Expectations for the particular assessment. You will need to recover your credit on the next assignment. 

Discipline Policy

The discipline policy in the student handbook will be strictly adhered to.  

Course Requirement:
You are required to have your own writing utensils, which include both pen and pencil - everyday.  In addition you must have a folder designated for English that contains any and all handouts I give you.  You must have your own writing paper and your agenda book with you when you enter this class.  If one of these required materials is missing, you run the risk of not being able to participate in an assessment which could result in a 0%.   
You must also utilize the English 12 page on my Weebly site, the class edmodo page, and my lesson plans page for assignment information, tutorial assistance, and general communication. Please remember your edmodo password. 
Plagiarism and Academic Honesty
Students are expected to submit their own work at all times. Plagiarism and academic dishonesty will result in five hours of Saturday School and a 0% on the plagiarized assessment. Class lessons will be developed to show students how to properly cite information using MLA Citation style. The following websites are resources students can use as foundations for understanding Plagiarism and MLA format: plagiarism.org, dianahacker.com . 
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)

Students will have access to the school's Wi-Fi network so that learning moves beyond the four walls of the classroom. Students may bring and use their own mobile device (SMARTPHONE, iPad, Laptop) in the classroom during teacher permitted times. All ring tones and sounds must be set to SILENT unless otherwise directed. No texting is allowed unless directed by the teacher. Failure to follow these three classroom policies will result in immediate loss of the device. The teacher will keep the device until a parent contact can be made. If a student violates the rules a second time, he or she will immediately receive five hours of Saturday School. Upon the third offense, the student will receive suspension. Mobile Devices in the classroom are used for educational purposes only and any student who uses his or her mobile device in a manner that violates the school district’s Acceptable Use Policy and the classroom guidelines will lose the privilege of using a mobile device in the classroom. 
Grading

Assessments and grading. In this class, you will have a variety of formative and summative assessments. Formative Assessments provide the daily practice and reinforcement of core concepts and learning targets, while Summative Assessments are designed to evaluate students’ academic achievement at the end of a unit of study. Formative Assessments are considered daily or weekly assignments and are usually scored between 10 and 25 points, and Summative Assessments are usually scored between 50-100 points. 

More about Summative/Final Assessments…
These assignments are the major assessments for each quarter. Each assignment will count as a major assessment (50-100 points each) for the quarter AND will be added to the Final Exam Grade (20% of students’ final course grade) at the end of the corresponding semester. The KHS English Department has agreed that this comprehensive approach to evaluation provides a clearer picture of each student’s true abilities than a two-hour exam during exam week can provide. The two-hour exam period during exam week will be used for a unit objective test, not a comprehensive objective test that comprises knowledge of an entire semester’s worth of learning. 

Summative Assessments by Quarter

Quarter #1

College Essay

Things Fall Apart Literary Analysis Essay

Things Fall Apart Objective Test

Quarter #2

1984 Linking Literature to Reality Project/Presentation

1984 Objective Test

Parts I and II of Research Paper

Quarter #3

The Great Gatsby Class Essay

The Great Gatsby Objective Test

Resume/Cover Letter/Mock Interview 

Quarter #4

Parts III-VIII of Research Paper

Night Objective Test

Please sign and return by ______________
I/We have read and discussed with our student the syllabus and BYOD policy for English 12.

Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________________________________________________________

Student’s Name (printed): ___________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________

Date: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions/Comments/Concerns
