English 10 Syllabus

The following is the official course description for English 10:

“The goal for English 10 is to continue to build a solid foundation of knowledge, skills, and strategies that will be refined in more complex ideas, texts, and tasks. In English 10, students will add to the list of various genre of classic and contemporary narrative and informational texts that will be read and analyzed throughout high school. Tenth graders will connect with and respond to texts through critical response and stance. They will learn to evaluate for validity and quality, to balance and expand their perspectives promoting empathy, social action and appropriate use of power. Critical Response and Stance offers students the lens to assess and modify their beliefs, views of the world, and how they have power to impact them. “

Making learning relevant for students and instilling in them ownership of the learning process is integral to the success of each student’s experience in English 10. Through reading, analyzing and writing about the literature selections in English 10, students should be able to answer the following questions by the end of the course:

•How can I discover the truth about others?
•What sacrifices will I make for the truth?
•How will I stand up for what I value?
•What can I do to realize my dreams or visions for the future?

•How do I handle others’ points of view?

•What role does empathy play in how I treat others?

•What power do I have as an individual to make a positive change?
•How do I respond to improper use of power?
•How do I determine when taking social action is appropriate?
•What voice do I use to be heard? 

Make-up work:

If you happen to have the misfortune of missing my class, you will be expected to check my web page and communicate with me before or after class, or before or after school, on the day you return to take care of missed assignments.  You may not use class time to disrupt my instruction by asking about make-up work.  This is unfair to your fellow students and me.  It is not my responsibility to track you down with assignments when you are absent from my class; it is yours. If you are absent due to an extra-curricular reason, you DO NOT receive extra time to make up your work. The assignment is due either before you leave or upon your immediate return. 

Late work:
If your assignment is not in class on the day and class period that it is due, it is considered late. Late work = 0%. If I have no assignment to grade, this means that you have not met the Content Expectations for the particular assessment. You will need to recover your credit on the next assignment. That said, if extenuating circumstances exist, please communicate with me. I cannot work with you toward credit recovery if you do not communicate with me. 
Course Requirement:
You are required to have your own writing utensils, which include both pen and pencil - everyday.  In addition, you must have a folder designated for English that contains any and all handouts I give you.  You must have your own writing paper and your agenda book with you when you enter this class.  If one of these required materials is missing, you run the risk of not being able to participate in an assessment which could result in a 0%.   
Discipline Policy

The discipline policy in the student handbook will be strictly adhered.  

Plagiarism and Academic Honesty
Students are expected to submit their own work at all times. Plagiarism and academic dishonesty will result in five hours of Saturday School and a 0% on the plagiarized assessment. Class lessons will be developed to show students how to properly cite information using MLA Citation style. The following websites are resources students can use as foundations for understanding Plagiarism and MLA format: plagiarism.org, dianahacker.com . 
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)

Students will have access to the school's Wi-Fi network so that learning moves beyond the four walls of the classroom. Students may bring and use their own mobile device (SMARTPHONE, iPad, Laptop) in the classroom during teacher permitted times. All ring tones and sounds must be set to SILENT unless otherwise directed. No texting is allowed unless directed by the teacher. Failure to follow these three classroom policies will result in immediate loss of the device. The teacher will keep the device until a parent contact can be made. If a student violates the rules a second time, he or she will immediately receive five hours of Saturday School. Upon the third offense, the student will receive suspension. Mobile Devices in the classroom are used for educational purposes only and any student who uses his or her mobile device in a manner that violates the school district’s Acceptable Use Policy and the classroom guidelines will lose the privilege of using a mobile device in the classroom. 
English 10 Required Texts

· Prentice Hall American Experience (Red Text Book)

· The Crucible by Arthur Miller

· Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
· Into the Wild by Jon Krackauer
· Various Non-Fiction Works (articles, historical speeches, essays)

· Various Poems by American authors
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Grade Point Rercentage
A 4.0 94 - 100%
A- 3.7 90 - 93%
B+ 3.3 87 - 89%
B 3.0 83 - 86%
B- 2.7 80 - 83%
C+ 2.3 77 - 79%
C 2.0 73 - 76%
C- 1.7 70 - 72%
D+ 1.3 67 - 79%
D 1.0 60 - 66%

F 0.0 0 - 59%




Summative/Final Assessments
These assignments are the major assessments for each quarter. Each assignment will count as a major assessment (50-100 points each) for the quarter AND will be added to the Final Exam Grade (20% of students’ final course grade) at the end of the corresponding semester. The KHS English Department has agreed that this comprehensive approach to evaluation provides a clearer picture of each student’s true abilities than a two-hour exam during exam week can provide. The two-hour exam period during exam week will be used for a unit objective test, not a comprehensive objective test that comprises knowledge of an entire semester’s worth of learning. 

Essays 
(1st Quarter) Persuasive Essay - Power of One Essay: Persuade the reader that taking a stand to affect change is important in life. Use examples from real life, from what you have read or watched, or from your imagination.  Your writing will be read by interested adults. 

You should give careful thought to revision (rethinking ideas) and proofreading (correcting spelling, capitalization, and punctuation).  
The Requirements:

· Use and properly label at least three sentences that begin with Prepositional Phrases. 

· Use and properly label at least three sentences that begin with Adverbs, Adverb Phrases, or Adverb Clauses. 

· Use and properly label at least three sentences that begin with Participial Phrases. 

· Use and properly label at least two sentences that begin with Absolutes. 

· Use and label one Magic 3 Smiley Face Trick 

· Use and label one Repetition for Effect. 

· You will be graded according to the “Writing from Knowledge and Experience” rubric. 

(1st Quarter) Argumentative Essay - Taking a Stance Essay: Choose an issue about which you feel strongly and take a stand for or against it. Consider that both John Proctor and Arthur Miller risked their lives when they took a stand against abusive authorities.  For both men, the risk paid off. Miller managed to spark an uprising against Senator Joseph McCarthy’s hearings; and Proctor’s death led Salem villagers to stand up against the courts. In time, the governor ordered that reliance on intangible evidence no longer be allowed in trials. Ask yourself about what issue you feel passionately – do you care like Proctor or Miller? Show me. Closely adhere to the following requirements.

The Requirements: 

· Find at least two CREDIBLE sources to support your position. 
· Incorporate one quote from each source into the body of your essay

· Include an introduction, 2 body paragraphs, and a conclusion

· Adhere to ALL instructions for MLA format, which include double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, proper heading, 1 inch margins, and no extra line spacing.

· Avoid all first person and second person pronouns

· Use and properly label at least three sentences that begin with Participial Phrases. 

· Use and properly label at least two sentences that begin with Absolutes. 

· Use and label one Magic 3 Smiley Face Trick 

· Use and label one Repetition for Effect.

· Avoid dead words

· Follow one of the organizational structures outlined in class for your essay
· Include a Works Cited page

(2nd Quarter) Analytical Essay - Rhetorical Analysis:  Write an essay that analyzes how the author uses rhetoric to advance a point of view or achieve a purpose. Discuss as part of the analysis how the author unfolds the series of ideas or events and the effect of specific word choices on meaning and tone. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support the analysis. 

The Requirements and Process: 

· Select a famous speech to analyze. Your choices are a compilation of several collections, including American Rhetoric.com., The History Place.com, and Britain’s Guardian Unlimited. Please note that some famous but “overdone” speeches will not be allowed. You will need to check with me for approval before you proceed

· Analyze your chosen speech as an argument and write an essay about the writer’s effectiveness considering the context in which and the audience to which they were delivered. Essays should identify and explain the rhetorical strategies that the author deliberately chose while crafting the text. What makes the speech so remarkable? How did the author's rhetoric evoke a response from the audience? Why are the words still venerated today?

·  Carefully consider the author’s deliberate manipulation of language. The thesis must be arguable and take language into account; it may not merely tout the general importance of the speech or the valiance of the speaker.

· Stay focused on the speech as an argumentative text. There isn’t ample space in this essay to carefully detail every aspect of the historical context in which this speech falls. It’s critical to know about the events that led up to the speech, so it is probably necessary to include pertinent details. However, it is not useful to delineate, for example the specific events of the entire Revolutionary War that preceded George Washington’s Inaugural Speech.

· Include content from multiple (2-3) secondary sources that effectively and actively support your thesis. You must have a Works Cited page in MLA format that includes the speech and additional sources.

·  Bring a copy of the speech to class on the days that are set aside for work days. The final essay must be turned in—along with a clean, neat copy of the speech—at the beginning of class on the assigned date, which is the day of the final exam for each class. 

(3rd Quarter) Literary Analysis Essay – Of Mice and Men Essay: Based on the information you learned from the Of Mice and Men unit, write an essay about Of Mice and Men illustrating an insight into humanity (this becomes your thesis statement) that Steinbeck makes. Show HOW he creates this insight. What tools, techniques, and literary and rhetorical devices does he employ to make sure readers see this insight?  

The Requirements: 

· For your introduction, incorporate an Attention Grabber, Necessary Info, and Thesis.

· For your body paragraphs incorporate Transitions, Claims, Evidence, and Interpretation. 

· For your conclusion, use a Transition, Summary, Re-statement of your Thesis, and Use a Clincher.
· Incorporate at least one quote per body paragraph. 

· Adhere to ALL instructions for MLA format, which include double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, proper heading, 1 inch margins, and no extra line spacing.

· Avoid all first person and second person pronouns

· Use and properly label at least three sentences that begin with Participial Phrases. 

· Use and properly label at least two sentences that begin with Absolutes. 

· Use and label one Magic 3 Smiley Face Trick 

· Use and label one Repetition for Effect.

· Avoid dead words

Projects
(1st Quarter) Multimedia Project – Comparing and Conceptualizing History

Good Night and Good Luck and The Crucible: Newspaper Project
Demonstrate your understanding of and ability to connect the events of The Salem Witch Trials and The McCarthyism Era by creating a newspaper that follows the criteria laid out below. Demonstrate your understanding of at least two forms of technology in your project. Visit Mrs. Sutton’s Technology Page for information about technology tools you might want to consider. Here’s the idea:

Imagine you have traveled back, back, back in time to the 1600’s AND the 1950’s.   

FIRST imagine you are a member of the staff of the local Salem newspaper in 1692. You have been very busy lately because the town faces a historic crisis. Hundreds of people have been accused and arrested of witchcraft. The town is anxious to read the next edition of your newspaper! Of course, you are obligated to abide by a few publication guidelines:


1. Every report, article, photo, and info graphic must stay related to the theme of the newspaper: the plot, characters, and symbolism in The Crucible. 
2. This newspaper has been in your family for years, meaning you take great pride in this publication. You must write with details and specific language. You must also scrutinize your grammar and conventions because there is nothing more embarrassing than publishing a newspaper with spelling/punctuation errors. 

SECOND imagine you are a member of a major established news team from a renowned newspaper organization in the 1950’s.  (Think: New York Times, Washington Post, The Chicago Tribune, etc.). You have witnessed several Americans face Joseph McCarthy in the HUAC Senate Hearings. You feel it is your duty to report the events even though you may be considered a “pinko” for going against McCarthy. You must follow the same guidelines as The Crucible newspaper assignment:

1. Every report, article, photo, and info graphic must stay related to the theme of the newspaper: the plot, characters, and symbolism in Good Night and Good Luck.
2. You take your role as a reporter quite seriously. Even though you risk the wrath of Joseph McCarthy for casting him in an unfavorable light, you are a professional and cannot bear to be embarrassed with poor grammar, punctuation, or spelling. 

Requirements: Title EACH of your Newspapers

EACH Newspaper must have the following: (you are encouraged to have more than the minimum): 
1.  2 Typed Reports. As a reporter, summarize two major events from EACH major work for a total of four articles (40 Points)
a. These reports need to be a minimum of 150 words, typed. 

b. These reports should summarize two crucial events in the play and film. Make sure your reports are accurate, and detailed with relevant information from the event (who, where, what, when, why). 

c. Remember you are writing these as a reporter, meaning these need to be written in third person, not first person (No “I,” “we,” or “you” pronouns). Address characters with “Goody,” “Reverend,” or “Excellency” when necessary.  

2. 2 Info Graphics. Select 2 of the following options to embellish your newspaper: (40 points)
a. A paparazzi photo catching a character out and about in Salem. This photo must have a caption. 
b. A classified section advertising a minimum of 3 available jobs in Salem.

c. An advertisement for a product someone would need in Salem in 1692.

d. An editorial cartoon accentuating a character’s sins or virtues.

e. A letter from an anonymous, or identified, Crucible character or townsperson asking for advice.

3. 2 “Fillers:” These can be photos, illustrations, horoscopes, word puzzles, real estate ads, weather reports, etc. to enhance your newspaper.  (20 Points)
(4th Quarter) Poetry Portfolio Project 

Submit at least five poems to show you understand and can produce the elements of poetry we researched and practiced during class.  You will include the poems that you’ve workshopped, but they must be revised according to peer feedback.  Your poetry portfolio must incorporate the following elements of poetry: figurative language (metaphor, simile, personification), imagery (using objects and sensory details to provoke a feeling), specific voice/attitude/tone, and patterns (repetition, rhyme, alliteration, parallelism).  Each poem should incorporate and appropriately use at least three of the four major elements of poetry.  Remember, writers use these elements and techniques in order to add to the overall meaning of the poem. Each poem must be submitted on its own sheet of paper.  
Your Artist’s Statement* for this project will follow the format below.  I will look at each piece and its explanation.  I will grade your portfolio submission as a whole.  Remember form is often just as important as content in poetry.  
*Your Artist’s Statement for this project should explain each piece you have submitted.  You may write the Artist’s Statement on the same sheet as the poem or index them in the back of your assignment.  This statement should include:  
 Define your type of poem.  Explain its structure and form.   
 Explain who the speaker is for each piece. 
 Discuss the poem’s literal meaning and its content. 
 Show what you are trying to convey through symbolism, figurative language, and theme. 
In addition, please explain what grade you deserve based on your effort and final project as a whole. 
Please grade the following criteria using this scale: Professional = 10, Excellent = 9, Very Good = 8,  Good = 7, Fair = 6, Poor = 5 or fails to meet minimum requirements = 0. 
Criteria Rating 
1. Entire portfolio shows evidence of student's understanding of project requirements: 
 At least five different kinds of poetry. 

 One Artist’s Statement per poetry sample.  

2. Portfolio shows evidence of student's pride in: work, organization, presentation and timeliness. 

3. Student chose varied and interesting words and structure to show figurative language and poetic devices. 

4. Portfolio shows evidence of student's understanding of developing and organizing ideas. 

5. Student used words correctly, checked spelling and grammar unless otherwise indicated by explanation in the Artist’s Statement
(4th Quarter) Into the Wild R.A.F.T. Project

Demonstrate your understanding of Into the Wild by completing a RAFT project. A RAFT is a culminating activity that allows you to choose how to show your learning.  For this project, you will choose a role (a character or entity you will “be”), an intended audience (the person or group your piece will address or “talk to”), a format, and a theme or topic.  Select an element from each column and begin to plan your piece accordingly. You must use technology in your presentation. 

	Role
	Audience
	Format
	Theme

	· Chris McCandless

· Ron Franz

· Walt McCandless

· Billie McCandless

· Carine McCandless

· Wayne Westerberg

· Jan Burres

· Jim Gallien

· The hunters who found McCandless

· Jon Krakauer

· Psychologist or Counselor

· Parent of a runaway


	· Walt McCandless

· Billie McCandless

· Chris McCandless

· Walt McCandless

· Billie McCandless

· Wayne Westerberb

· Jan Burres

· Jim Gallien

· Parent of a runaway

· Family counselors

· Psychiatrist

· Psychologist

· Teacher

· Professor

· College students


	· Painting

· Collage

· Mural

· Video journal

· A series of related songs

· Life survival Guide

· Drama

· Pamphlet

· Map
· Parenting handbook

· Series of related poems

· Epic poem

· Psychological evaluation


	· How to resolve family conflicts

· How to establish healthy relationships

· A personal philosophy

· How it feels to be at odds with your family

· The dangers of conformity

· The effects of consumer society on individuality

· What it means to live an ethical life

· How to reconnect with your rebellious teenager

· How to reconnect with a family you have abandoned or run away from




Map - Map Chris's journey as described in ITW. Include notations on the places he visits, as well as what he learns about himself and life along the way. This can be done through creation of a Google Earth Lit Trip or by using Timetoast. Many of the presentation sites on my Technology Page link will also work. 

Painting, Drawing, Collage, Mural - Create five art pieces that reveal one the themes from ITW. Consider his search for identity and the internal and external conflicts he encounters along the way. Think symbolically as well as literally. Each art piece must have a description that includes a connection to the theme. You may either create these art pieces electronically or you may take pictures of the pieces, but you must present them electronically.  

Collection of Songs or Poems - Create a playlist or poem collection symbolizing Chris's journey and one of the themes we've discussed in class. (At least five of each) Include the lyrics as well as an explanation of the significance of each song/poem. Be sure to explain why each song/poem was chosen. Once again, use technology to present this information.  

Video Journal, Written Journal, or Blog - Write from Chris's perspective focusing on one or more of the themes we've addressed in class. Be sure your entries cover the time span of Chris's journey as revealed in the novel in order to reveal Chris's internal conflicts, relationships, and development. Must be presented digitally. 
Parenting Handbook - Write a parenting handbook or detailed, multi-page pamphlet from Chris's perspective, advising parents on practical strategies for raising successful children. Generate this handbook/ pamphlet using technology.

Life Survival Guide - Create a handbook or a multi-page pamphlet advising readers on the essentials to living a successful life according to Chris McCandless. Consider what Chris learns from his journey as you dish out your advice. Generate this handbook/pamphlet using technology. 

Speech/Oral Presentations

(3rd Quarter) Rhetorical Speech Analysis Presentation

The Purpose: Prepare a speech to inform your audience about the speech you’ve selected for your rhetorical analysis essay. Persuade your audience that your speaker was/was not effective in delivering his/her message. Use the tools and techniques of public speaking to: 

· Explain who your speaker is/was

· Explain the occasion and audience of the speech,

· Explain the purpose and subject of the speech, 

· Illustrate how your speaker used the tools of rhetoric (appeals, rhetorical devices, fallacies) to deliver his/her message

· Convince your audience that your speaker was/was not effective in delivering his/her message

The Specifics:

· Four minute time requirement (30 second grace period on either side of four minutes.)

· Include no less than 3 quotations and 3 specific references to or from the speech

· Include commentary from at least one scholarly source (provide credit during the speech)

· One 4X6 notecard is permissible.

· Include one simple, colorful and large/easy to see digital visual aide that is incorporated into your speech. (Call attention to it DURING your speech. Do not wait until the beginning or end to make use of the visual aide.)

· Use proper public speaking skills including: timbre, register, prosody, etc. 

· Be ready to be scored on both verbal and non verbal communication. 

· Turn in a hard copy of your outline on the date you deliver the speech. 

Objective Tests
Objective tests will evaluate students’ understanding of literary concepts, vocabulary, rhetorical skills, and reading comprehension of the material contained in each of the five units of English 10. 
· The Crucible Objective Test (1st Quarter)

· The Rhetoric Unit Objective Test (2nd Quarter)

· Of Mice and Men Objective Test (3rd Quarter)

· American Poetry Unit Test (4th Quarter)

· Into the Wild Objective Test (4th Quarter) 

Please sign and return by ___________
I/We have read and discussed with our student the syllabus and BYOD policy for English 10.

Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________________________________________________________

Student’s Name (printed): ___________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________

Date: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions/Comments/Concerns
