English 10 Syllabus

The following is the official course description for English 10:

“The goal for English 10 is to continue to build a solid foundation of knowledge, skills, and strategies that will be refined in more complex ideas, texts, and tasks. In English 10, students will add to the list of various genre of classic and contemporary narrative and informational texts that will be read and analyzed throughout high school. Tenth graders will connect with and respond to texts through critical response and stance. They will learn to evaluate for validity and quality, to balance and expand their perspectives promoting empathy, social action and appropriate use of power. Critical Response and Stance offers students the lens to assess and modify their beliefs, views of the world, and how they have power to impact them.. “

Making learning relevant for students and instilling in them ownership of the learning process is integral to the success of each student’s experience in English 10. Through reading, analyzing and writing about the literature selections in English 10, students should be able to answer the following questions by the end of the course:

•How can I discover the truth about others?
•What sacrifices will I make for the truth?
•How will I stand up for what I value?
•What can I do to realize my dreams or visions for the future?

•How do I handle others’ points of view?

•What role does empathy play in how I treat others?

•What power do I have as an individual to make a positive change?
•How do I respond to improper use of power?
•How do I determine when taking social action is appropriate?
•What voice do I use to be heard? 

Make-up work:

If you happen to have the misfortune of missing my class, you will be expected to check my web page and communicate with me before or after class, or before or after school, on the day you return to take care of missed assignments.  You may not use class time to disrupt my instruction by asking about make-up work.  This is unfair to your fellow students and me.  It is not my responsibility to track you down with assignments when you are absent from my class; it is yours. If you are absent due to an extra-curricular reason, you DO NOT receive extra time to make up your work. The assignment is due either before you leave or upon your immediate return. 

Late work:
If your assignment is not in class on the day and class period that it is due, it is considered late. Late work = 0%. If I have no assignment to grade, this means that you have not met the Content Expectations for the particular assessment. You will need to recover your credit on the next assignment. 

PRP’s (Personal Responsibility Points):

It is your responsibility as a student to come to class prepared. It is also your responsibility to follow instructions and be ready to learn each day.  Each student in my class will be given 35 PRP’s to begin each quarter (think: QUIZ GRADE).  Students will receive another 35 points at the start of the next semester. When students fail to be responsible, I will subtract points from this total.  You may not earn back PRP’s.  Once they are gone, they are gone, but it is in your best interest to resist behavior that would cause you to lose more. Some daily work (not assessments) may count as a PRP grade. 

Course Requirement:
You are required to have your own writing utensils, which include both pen and pencil - everyday.  In addition you must have a folder designated for English that contains any and all handouts I give you.  You must have your own writing paper and your agenda book with you when you enter this class.  If one of these required materials is missing, you run the risk of not being able to participate in an assessment which could result in a 0%.   
Discipline Policy

The discipline policy in the student handbook will be strictly adhered to.  

Plagiarism and Academic Honesty
Students are expected to submit their own work at all times. Plagiarism and academic dishonesty will result in five hours of Saturday School and a 0% on the plagiarized assessment. Class lessons will be developed to show students how to properly cite information using MLA Citation style. The following websites are resources students can use as foundations for understanding Plagiarism and MLA format: plagiarism.org, dianahacker.com . 
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)

Students will have access to the school's Wi-Fi network so that learning moves beyond the four walls of the classroom. Students may bring and use their own mobile device (SMARTPHONE, iPad, Laptop) in the classroom during teacher permitted times. All ring tones and sounds must be set to SILENT unless otherwise directed. No texting is allowed unless directed by the teacher. Failure to follow these three classroom policies will result in immediate loss of the device. The teacher will keep the device until a parent contact can be made. If a student violates the rules a second time, he or she will immediately receive five hours of Saturday School. Upon the third offense, the student will receive suspension. Mobile Devices in the classroom are used for educational purposes only and any student who uses his or her mobile device in a manner that violates the school district’s Acceptable Use Policy and the classroom guidelines will lose the privilege of using a mobile device in the classroom. 
Please sign and return by September 11, 2012
I/We have read and discussed with our student the syllabus and BYOD policy for English 10.

Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________________________________________________________

Student’s Name (printed): ___________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________

Date: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions/Comments/Concerns
