	Category
	-A-
	-B-
	-C-
	-D-

	Introduction
	The introduction is inviting, states the thesis and includes all necessary information. 
	The introduction clearly states the thesis and includes necessary information.
	The introduction states the thesis, but does not include necessary information nor is it particularly inviting to the reader.
	There is no clear introduction of the thesis or necessary information.

	Organization of Body
	The paragraphs of the body are effectively organized and logically tie into the thesis made in the intro. Counterargument is effectively addressed. 
	The paragraphs of the body are somewhat clear and organized and moderately into the thesis made in the introduction. Counterargument is adequately addressed.
	The organization of the body is weak, but the thesis is addressed. Counterargument is addressed.
	The thesis is minimally addressed and the writing is disorganized and confusing to the reader. Counterargument is not addressed.

	Conclusion
	The conclusion is strong and effectively summarizes the main points in the essay. The reader understands what the writer is “getting at”.
	The conclusion is somewhat strong and appropriately wraps-up the essay.
	The conclusion is included, but does not wrap-up the essay.
	There is no clear conclusion. The essay just ends.

	Quotes
	Writer effectively followed all MLA guidelines for proper citation, incorporation of quotes and punctuation of titles. Works Cited page is correct.
	Writer adequately followed MLA guidelines for proper citation of quotes and punctuation of titles, but the quotes are not incorporated effectively. Works Cited page is mostly correct.
	Writer did not follow MLA guidelines for proper citation of quotes or punctuation of titles. Some quotes or titles used, though not effectively. Works Cited page is minimally correct.
	Writer used no quotes or titles used in the essay. Works Cited page is not included.

	Word Usage and Sentence Structure
	Writer showed skillful use of sentence variety and transitions along with specific, vivid language.
	Writer used some sentence variety and transitional words and phrases. Adequate word choices made.
	Writer showed some sentence sense, but little sentence variety. Transitions are needed. Vague words and phrases used.
	Writer’s sentences do not always make sense. Frequent misused and confusing language or phrases used.

	Mechanics
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. All format instructions followed.
	Writer makes mechanical errors that do not interfere with communication. Format instructions mostly followed.
	Writer makes mechanical errors which do interfere with communication. Format instruction only partially followed.
	Writer makes mechanical errors which seriously interfere with communication. Format instructions not followed.
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