English 10 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

Themes, Quotes, and Symbols
Themes

For each theme, connect at least one example from the novel with an example from modern day society. Provide specific details for each example. 

1.  Man can be inhuman toward his fellow man. (morality)

2.  Society’s values and laws can be in conflict with higher moral values. (hypocrisy of society)

3.  People must live outside of society to be truly free. (freedom)

4.  Growth of self occurs through close, honest observation of society and the individual. (maturity)

5.  Gullible people are partially responsible for their own deception. (superstition, ignorance)

Quotes

For each quote, explain the statement Twain intended to make about society. You must first explain the context of the quote (who said it and why), then explain its connection to either the society of the 1840’s or the society of the 21st century.

1.  “Dat truck dah is trash; and trash is what people is dat puts dirt on de head of er dey’s fren’s en makes ‘em ashamed.”

2.  “…all kings is mostly rapscallion, as fur as I can make out.”

3.  Human beings can be awful cruel to one another.

4.  “The average man’s a coward…The average man don’t like trouble and danger.”

5.  …I do believe he [Jim] cared as much for his people as white folks does for their’n. It don’t seem natural, but I reckon it’s so.

6.  Jim he couldn’t see no sense in the most of it, but he allowed we was white folks and knowed better than him;

7.  The Widow Douglas she took me for her son, and allowed she would sivilize me;

    …Aunt Sally she’s goint to adopt me and sivilize me; and I can’t stand it. I been there before.

Symbols

Explain the importance of each symbol, then relate each symbol to at least one of the themes. 

1. The River

2. The Raft

