English 10 Huck Finn Study Guide

Chapters 12-20
1.  The first five days/nights on the raft could be termed “idyllic.” Give three examples to prove this point.

2.  Why do Huck and Jim begin their journey down the Mississippi?

3.  Describe the raft. How did it accommodate both Huck and Jim.

4.  Discuss Huck’s concept of “borrowin’.” How is this an example of the struggle between Huck’s sense of morality and his background?

5.  Explain what factored into Huck and Jim’s decision to board the Walter Scott? How does Tom Sawyer play a role in this decision?

6.  Explain what takes place aboard the Walter Scott?

7.  How does the incident aboard the Walter Scott show a contrast between make-believe and reality?

8.  Summarize the “yarn” Huck told the ferryboat watchman. What was Huck’s intention in doing this?

9.  Why is Chapter XIII called “Honest Loot from the Walter Scott?”

10. Summarize the story of Wise King Solomon. (Lecture)

11.  How do Jim’s thoughts on King Solomon contribute to his character development?

13.  What is Huck and Jim’s destination? What route do they plan to take to get there?

14.  Explain how Huck and Jim become separated in the fog in chapter XVI.

15.  What trick does Huck play on Jim?

16.  Explain what Jim means when he says, “Dat truck dah is trash; and trash is what people is dat puts dirt on de head of er dey’s fren’s en makes ‘em ashamed.”Why does he say it?

17.  What are Jim’s plans upon reaching a free state?

18. Explain Huck’s response to hearing Jim’s plans.

19.  When Huck’s conscience troubles him about his role in Jim’s escape Huck decides to turn Jim in. Why does he change his mind and protect Jim from the men searching for the five runaway slaves?

20.  Summarize the “yarn” Huck tells to the slave catchers.

21.  What bad luck did the snakeskin bring in chapter 16?

22.  How/why does Huck meet up with the Grangerfords?

23.  What is the name Huck gives to the Grangerfords?

24. Why are the Shepherdsons and the Grangerfords feuding? What was the origin of their original feud?

25.  Although Huck is impressed by the Grangerfords’ home, further examination reveals how Twain uses the scene in a satirical way. What is your real impression of the interior of the Grangerford home?

26.  What part of chapter 18 is like the play “Romeo and Juliet?”

27.   As a result of the feud, what happens to the Grangerford men? How does this represent Twain’s theme of “man’s inhumanity to his fellow man?” How does this represent the theme of “hypocrisy of society?”

28.  Where has Jim been while Huck has been with the Grangerfords?

29.  How do the King and the Duke end up joining Huck and Jim on the raft?

30.  Describe the King. Describe the Duke.

