Dixie Dillenger’s Revision Formula (+, X, /, -,)

1. Addition  (add something that isn't there)  The writing group's task is to listen to the draft and then ask the writer three good questions to help him or her to add.  [Important:  to ask questions rather than tell the writer what to do. The writer is in control and can add it or decide not to.]
2. Multiplication (more of something that is there)  The group's task is to ask questions to help the writer with twice as many examples, details, items ofproof, images, metaphors, or whatever. Again,  the writer is in control and can do it or not do it. Develops the writer’s judgment.
3. Division ("chunking" up into paragraphs, maybe moving things around)  The group's task is to ask questions like, “Does your thought break here?” “Would this go better at the end?”  “Does this come before that, logically?”
4. Subtraction  (taking out)  The group's task is to ask such questions as,  “How is this relevant?”  “How does this advance the logic?”  “Has this already been said?”  “Is this needed?” 
